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STEVE COLSON – aka ADEGOKE – pianist and composer, has performed 
internationally as a leader of jazz ensembles ranging from trios to orchestras. Born in 

Newark and raised in East Orange, NJ, he received his degree from Northwestern 
University School of Music and lived in Chicago for a decade before returning to reside 
on the East Coast. A critically acclaimed figure in modern jazz, Steve’s compositions are 

finding their way into the “jazz standard” repertoire and are being performed and 
recorded by some of today’s jazz greats as well as by his own group. He became a 

member of The Association for Advancement of Creative Musicians (AACM) in the 
early 70s, a musicians’ collective that has influenced music internationally in the 20th 

and 21st Century. Steve’s music has been compared to that of Monk, Mingus, and 
Ellington as well as Ives, Berio, and Stravinsky. He has composed for theater, dance and 

multi media presentations and has received several commissions, including the first 
original jazz orchestral work performed at New Jersey Performing Arts Center. Steve is a 
noted educator who has lectured and taught internationally. He has been a pioneer in arts 



education, having been one of the 26 artists selected nationwide (1981), by The National 
Endowment for the Arts, to develop the concept of Artist Residencies here in the U.S. 

Steve has taught music courses at Bloomfield College for 25 years and joined the faculty 
several years ago at Montclair State’s Cali School of Music. He is recognized for his 

work as a pianist and has traveled throughout the world with his groups and other leading 
artists performing in the U.S., Europe, Africa, Asia and the Middle East. His latest CD as 

a leader “The Untarnished Dream” features jazz masters Andrew Cyrille and Reggie 
Workman with his wife and collaborator Iqua Colson appearing on select tracks. This 

CD, released on the Colson’s label Silver Sphinx, received international airplay and rave 
reviews and was voted by the International Jazz Journalists as one of the best Jazz CDs of 
2010. His early band The Unity Troupe was included in the prestigious Freedom, Rhythm 

and Sound Book / CD-LP compilation from Soul Jazz Records, London, UK. This 
collection/retrospective looked at the influential and independent musicians who took 

control of their music in the late 60s and early 70s – early roots of the “indie” movement. 
Steve’s work can also be found on American, European and Japanese record labels 

including Columbia/Sony, Evidence, and Black Saint. 

 


